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Category Category Definition Intervention Intervention Examples/Definition 
Pedagogic Changes 
 

Theory- and evidence-based 
changes in how faculty structure 
student learning that will inform the 
actions, interactions, and strategies 
they employ both inside and outside 
the classroom, including active and 
engaged learning, cognitive and 
social-cognitive approaches to 
learning. 

Incorporating active and 
experiential learning 

Active and experiential learning involves 
students in the learning process through a 
variety of approaches, including, but not limited 
to: collaborative learning (e.g., team- or 
problem-based learning, collaborative and two-
stage testing, etc.), classroom response 
technologies and tools, case studies, and minute 
papers. 

Teaching study strategies  Teaching study strategies often involve teaching 
students how to read and derive meaning from 
course information and material through active 
reading, note taking, self-questioning, etc. 

Using metacognitive 
approaches  

Metacognitive approaches may involve engaging 
students in reflection or self-monitoring, the use 
of exam or assignment wrappers, as well as 
metacognitive prompting. 

Incorporating content and 
strategies to promote social 
cognitive development 

This may include presenting content about 
grit/resilience/growth mindset 
 

Curricular Changes Course transformation efforts that 
address changes to the learning 
outcomes and the content that 
students will be expected to know, 
value, and do differently as a 
function of taking the course. 
 

Inclusive 
pedagogies/curriculum 

Making curricular changes with the goal of 
creating inclusivity may include examining the 
language and approaches used in a course, use 
of Open Educational Resources (OER), designing 
or redesigning course content and assignments 
to include diverse perspectives and sources.  

Course Structure 
Changes 

Course transformations that change 
the structure of course delivery 
(where, when, and how learning 
happens), who and how one gains 
access to a course (pre-requisites, 
placements, co-requisites, etc.), and 

Modes and modalities This refers specifically to where the learning 
takes place and may include online, blended 
learning, or flipped classroom; the use of open 
education resources (OER); etc.  

Access This includes changes to pre- and/or co-requisites, 
placement into or out of a course, etc. 
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how learners access course 
content/learning materials 
/assessment of learning outcomes.  

Assessment This refers to the evaluation of student learning 
and how and when that learning is assessed. 
Specifically, have course structure changes been 
implemented to provide more timely feedback to 
students, scaffolded assignments or exams, etc.?  

Course design This includes structural changes (how and when 
course content is taught) that might draw on or 
from models of instructional design, including: 
backwards design, ADDIE, learning cycle 
instruction, etc. 

Integration of 
Academic Success 
Initiatives or High-
Impact Practices 

Integration or inclusion of academic 
success initiatives and/or evidence-
based teaching and learning 
practices that have been 
proven beneficial for all college 
students, regardless of background. 
 

Academic success initiatives These initiatives are designed to assist and 
support the learner and the learning process and 
may include: academic advising or coaching, 
early alert processes or systems, learning 
analytics, mentoring, embedded peer support or 
tutoring, Supplemental Instruction, bridge 
programs, etc. 

High-impact or evidence-
based practices 

These experiences are intended to engage the 
student in the learning process, and may 
include: learning communities, first-year 
seminars and experiences, e-portfolios, writing 
intensive courses, and undergraduate research. 

 


